

















The Transformative Impact
of New Life Homes

Built in 2006, the New Life Homes (NLH) are transitional homes for boys rescued from the
streets. They provide care, education and a safe place to live for the boys. The social workers
also counsel the boys and help them to process some of the psychological issues that have
developed through mistreatment at home and life on the streets.

Building opportunity and hope: Andrew
graduates with a certificate in brick laying
and construction

Andrew joined New Life Homes when he was just 11 years
old. He started out in Primary 1, progressing through primary
school. But Andrew had a sense that school wasn't for him.
He tells us that he felt like a failure when he was guided
towards vocational training. Little did he know, it would be
the beginning of a life-changing journey for him.

Andrew discovered his passion to use his hands to build
and create something. As a certified brick layer, he can
hold his head high with confidence and know that he has
lots of opportunities for employment. “To my sponsors and
Abaana, thank you from the bottom of my heart. You have

Andrew during his graduation ) ) . . o
given me an opportunity that will sustain me for a lifetime.’

Building on new foundations

With 21 new boys moving into New Life Homes over the
past year, we have been busy helping them settle into
school life. Many of these children had patchy attendance
at school and so we set to work to support them to improve
their reading and writing skills. With thanks to generous
supporters, we have continued to employ tutors to teach
phonics in addition to their regular classes. Every child has
improved and every child has moved up to the next class.
Their teachers commented that they are speaking English
with more confidence and gave them very positive report
cards. Keep up the hard work, boys!

Look what I've made!

The boys were bursting with pride to show off the shirts they had made themselves. Don't
you agree - they look so smart! We aim to support boys in many areas of life and life skills
training plays an important role. The boys had learned to sew their own clothes and to make
liquid soap. The hands-on sessions equip them with practical, income-generating skills,
fostering confidence and optimism about their future. Grateful for the opportunity, many
boys shared their excitement about using their new skills to support themselves and their
families, ensuring a more sustainable path beyond NLH.

New intakes

Three more boys have just been brought to New Life Homes to escape their current reality
of life on the streets. We are working with them to find their families and rehabilitate them.
If you would like to sponsor one of these children, please go to abaana.org/NLH or contact
louise@abaana.org for more information.
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Exciting Times Ahead: 150 Volunteers
Set to Make a Difference in Uganda!

The coming year is set to be
a busy time for Abaana, as six
short-term teams prepare to
travel to Uganda to visit and
support our life-changing
projects. With more than

150 passionate volunteers
ready to roll up their sleeves,
this promises to be a most
impactful team season.

Each team and each person
will bring unique skills,
energy, and a heart for
service as they work on
essential projects that will
directly benefit thousands

4 ; N of children and families in

p CS W\ Uganda.

Their mission is ambitious, but the impact will be lasting. Each team will visit at least one of
Abaana'’s seventeen partner schools; some will be building, others painting, many teaching
the pupils and sharing the love of God with everyone they meet. Here is a snapshot of the
teams and the projects they are fundraising towards.

Transforming Education and
Infrastructure

® Building of a nursery unit at Atukubui
Primary by the Mullabrack and
Kilcluney Parishes Team.

® Building of a new kitchen and
sanitation facilities at Rainey
Summit View Primary by the Rainey
Endowed School Team.

® Renovations to the kitchen at Dr
Andrew McAvoy Primary School by
the Newtownbreda Baptist Church
Team.

Painting and Decorating

Four schools will receive much-needed
renovations and a fresh coat of paint. These
improvements will not only enhance the
learning environment but also instil a sense
of pride in students and teachers.

® Lweza Primary School, painted by
Belfast High School

® Kisole Baptist Primary School,
painted by Archbishop Holgate's
School
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® Buyobe Primary School, painted by
Mullabrack and Kilcluney Parishes Team

® Arise and Shine Primary School,
painted by the Umoja Team

A Journey of Impact and Transformation

For our volunteers, this journey is more than just a mission trip—it's an opportunity to
forge new relationships, walk a mile in someone else's shoes and learn more about the
communities they will serve.

We invite our supporters to follow along on this journey through our updates and photos
on social media. Your encouragement, prayers, and donations make it possible for these
teams to bring about real and lasting change. As the teams prepare for departure, we
extend our deepest gratitude to each volunteer, donor, and supporter who has made this
possible. Together, we are building brighter futures, one project at a time. You too, can play
a part in helping to end poverty. To register your interest to join the next Umoja team, visit
abaana.org/teams

Consider your ways

We love sending as many children to Scripture Union camp as possible and this year was
no exception! More than 100 beneficiaries were excited for their summer holiday SU camp,
where they worshipped, praised, played sports and competed in team challenges. The
theme this year was ‘Consider your ways' (Haggai 1:7). Campers reflected on their past and
present behaviour and were encouraged to turn to God with open hearts.

Arnold, who has been living at New Life Homes for the past year, learned a lot at camp. He tells
us, "l learned that just as God forgives us even when we don't deserve it, | should also forgive
those who have wronged me... | made the
decision to forgive all the boys who had hurt
me while | was still living on the streets.”’

Ronald from NLH had this to say, “I made
new friends and | loved starting our
mornings with aerobics and music—it was
so much fun! One of my favourite moments
was being part of a Christmas gift exchange
for the first time. | shared the sweet |
received at camp with my Secret Santa, and
it felt really good to give!" Huge thanks to
everyone who made the camp possible!




If you'would like to help éupport our Zuri
Girl project, please contact the office or

visit our website:

“ Abaana, 78 High Street
w Bangor, BT20 5AZ, N. Ireland

‘“ T: 02891451918 E: info@abaana.org
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